Donations needed for Blessing Bags for the homeless
Community Spotlight, Kim Cable, Community Waikato

It is starting to get really cold in the Waikato; and homelessness is an issue in this region. These were
the two driving factors that led Caitlin Papuni-Mclellan to start the new community initiative, the BB
Project.
The BB project, is a non-profit, voluntary project that was put in place to simply assist those who will
go without a warm house or adequate means of shelter this winter. The BB project group simply
aims to support and enable our community to significantly and easily contribute to their own
society. Caitlin Papuni-Mclellan is the coordinator of the project, and draws support from her
whānau, and the wider community.
“We at the BB Project, simply rally up a few items that we consider the 'necessities' for a night out in
the freezing cold, such as; blankets, jackets, raincoats, scarves, socks, beanies and toiletries. These
items will be put into reusable bags (Blessing Bags), and will be distributed to those who are sleeping
in the streets throughout Hamilton”.
“We simply ask our community to get on board and support this kauapapa by looking through their
drawers and wardrobes to see if they have any items that they could contribute” says Caitlin.
Caitlin is a believer of equality, and that homelessness is an issue we simply cannot afford to ignore.
“We know that homelessness can only be eradicated through a combination of local and national
help. However, we also believe you cannot afford to sit around and wait for the day that
homelessness is a thing of the past. Hence why we’ve started doing all we can! “

“We initially planned for 30 Blessing Bags, however we have been receiving many jackets and other
items so we are hoping to be able to continue the current trend and exceed 30 blessing bags” says
Caitlin.
“Although this project is small, we envisage it to have a huge impact on these individuals. We have
many ideas for the future of the BB Project Waikato, however it is dependent on how and if the
community of Waikato continues to support the cause and contribute. Without the community’s
support, the BB Project would be non-existent” says Caitlin.
Currently the BB Project is coordinated out of Caitlins’s parents’ garage. The BB Project is Caitlin and
her whānau’s way of contributing toward building a positive, equal, and prospering community.
“We know that homeless people are not the problem, they are rather the result of a big problem. It
is not our place to judge, or figure out if they’re deserving of something or not. It is our job as a
community is support those who are struggling, after all this is not a hand out, it is a hand up” says
Caitlin.
The items the BB Project currently need the most are blankets, socks, scarves, beanies and toiletries.
If you would like to donate to the BB Project please contact Caitlin directly on:
bbprojectwaikato@gmail.com
Instagram:bb_project_waikato
Facebook: BB Project Waikato

